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AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS STATE 183390 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, JULY 19, 1978 

FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL, UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY 
OFFICIAL VERSION WILL FOLLOW. 

Q: COULD I ASK YOU WHETHER THIS GOVERNMENT HAS ANY 
REACTION TO THE STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO PRIME MINISTER 
SMITH IN A PRESS CONFERENCE YESTERDAY THAT THE CONSTITU- 
TIONAL AGREEMENT PROMISING BLACK MAJORITY RULE BY THE END 
OF THE YEAR WILL NOT BE CARRIED OUT UNLESS THERE'S A 
CEASE-FIRE IN THE SIX- YEAR-OLD GUERRILLA WAR? 

A: WE UNDERSTAND THAT MR. SMITH NOTED THAT ONE OF THE 
PARTS OF THE SALISBURY AGREEMENT WAS THAT THE WAR WOULD 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 183390 

HAVE TO END SO THAT ELECTIONS COULD BE HELD UNDER PEACEFUL 
CONDITIONS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT HE WENT ON TO STATE HIS 
DISAPPOINTMENT AT THE LACK OF PROGRESS IN THIS REGARD. 

AND HE APPARENTLY - AND HERE WE ONLY HAVE PRESS 
REPORTS - INDICATED A WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER WITH HIS 
OTHER COLLEAGUES ON THE SALISBURY EXECUTIVE COUNCIL THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ATTENDING A MEETING OF ALL THE PARTIES 
CONCERNED, AS WE AND THE BRITISH HAVE PROPOSED. 

WE BELIEVE THAT MR. SMITH'S REMARKS UNDERSCORE THE 
DELICACY OF THE SITUATION IN RHODESIA AND THE DIFFICULTY 
OF CREATING CONDITIONS OF PEACE WITHOUT AN AGREEMENT THAT 
IS ACCEPTABLE TO ALL THE PARTIES. 

IT ALSO UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR CONTINUING 
EFFORTS WITH THE BRITISH TO BRING ALL THE PARTIES TOGETHER 
AT A MEETING WHERE SUCH AN AGREEMENT COULD BE NEGOTIATED. 

- WE HOPE THAT THE CONGRESS WILL ACT WITH RESTRAINT IN 
REGARD TO THIS DELICATE SITUATION. 

- IN THIS CONNECTION, PASSAGE OF THE HELMS AMENDMENT 
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TO LIFT SANCTIONS AGAINST RHODESIA COULD SERIOUSLY UNDER- 
MINE OUR PURSUIT OF THESE NEGOTIATIONS. 

Q: WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO FOLLOW UP? ARE YOU GOING TO 
SEND SOMEBODY TO TALK TO MR. SMITH? 

A: WE HAVE BEEN TALKING WITH MR. SMITH AND HIS COLLEAGUES 
RIGHT ALONG. MESSRS. GRAHAM AND LOW HAVE HAD EXTENSIVE 
CONSULTATIONS IN THE AREA. THIS IS A MATTER OF ONGOING 
CONSULTATIONS BY BOTH THE BRITISH AND THE AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENTS WITH ALL THE PARTIES CONCERNED IN THE AREA. 
WE WANT TO FIND OUT WITH PRECISION WHERE THESE PARTIES 
STAND ON THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES AS WELL AS ON THE 
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POSSIBILITY OF HOLDING AN ALL-PARTIES CONGRESS. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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